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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. SIMMONS).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
January 21, 2004.

I hereby appoint the Honorable RoB Siwm-
MONS to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Lord God, creator of life, author of
our inalienable rights, every single
human person is to be valued and
reverenced. Some people in life mean
more to us than others. In this Nation,
the office of Presidency bestows upon a
single person an awesome responsi-
bility. The President personifies our
loyalty and our strength as a Nation.
He is called to unify our diversity and
resources for the lasting good of this
country and for the betterment of the
world community.

Today we pray for George W. Bush,
the 43rd President of the United States
of America. Bless him, his cabinet,
staff advisors, and especially his fam-
ily. Be his source of wisdom and plan-
ning and of understanding the people’s
needs and courage in difficult times.

May all in the executive branch of
government work in cooperation with
this Congress to achieve what is best
for our Nation at this time. This we
ask in Your holy name. Amen.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the

last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentlewoman from Connecticut (Ms.
DELAURO) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. DELAURO led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

PRESIDENT BUSH LEADS EFFEC-
TIVELY, HONORABLY, AND WITH
DISTINCTION

(Mr. FOLEY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, | see there
are a few Democrats on the floor today;
they are busy preparing their ‘I hate
George Bush’ speeches for the day. We
finished last night with a message from
the President of the United States
about the hopeful optimism this coun-
try has and the things that we can do
together if we only stop bickering and
start working towards our common
goals.

The war on terrorism is his single
focus; and since September 11, our
homeland has been safe. Liberating the
world has been his hallmark, and today
we can claim that Libya is now negoti-
ating with the United States. North
Korea is finally talking about putting
aside their hatefulness. India and Paki-
stan are joining together for conversa-
tions that are hopeful and helpful for
solving the world’s problems.

This President has led effectively,
honorably, and with distinction.

At the end of the State of the Union
speech, the minority leader went on to

describe how reckless, basically, this
President has been. | disagree vehe-
mently and strongly. | applaud our
President. | applaud the state of the
Union. The economy is growing strong-
er, unemployment is reducing itself
and we are finding ourselves in a better
place, thanks to his leadership.

God bless this great Nation and, as
the chaplain said, God bless our Presi-
dent.

———

HONORING MICHAEL GALE

(Mrs. CAPITO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Michael Gale, an excep-
tional student in my district in West
Virginia, and one of my constituents.

Michael was recently awarded one of
12 George Mitchell Scholarships for
postgraduate studies at universities in
Ireland and Northern lIreland. Michael
is the first West Virginia resident ever
to receive this prestigious award and
will study at the National University
of Ireland in Galway.

The Mitchell Scholarship was estab-
lished by an endowment from the Irish
Government in 1998 and is administered
by the U.S.-lreland Alliance. The
House has supported funding for the
Mitchell Scholarship both in 2003 and
2004. The British Government also pro-
vides support for this program.

| offer my congratulations to Michael
Gale, an exceptional young West Vir-
ginian, and the other 11 winners of the
Mitchell Scholarship and wish them all
the best in their studies in Ireland.

——————

HONORING THE LIFE OF HAROLD
J. “TEX” LEZAR, JUNIOR
(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, it is my
sad duty this morning to report on the
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